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REMARKS 



Applicant thanks the Examiner for indicating allowance of all the pending 
claims, namely claims 1, 3-14, 16, 17 and 21-34. 



The Examiner provided the following reasons for allowance, which cited 
the language of independent claim 1 , as follows: 

The prior art, either singly or in combinations, fails to anticipate render 
obvious a magnet assembly for a plasma process chamber comprising a wall, 
the magnet assembly comprising: (a) a hollow collar comprising a radially 
internal and external surface, and a cross-section that is absent seams, the 
collar having a gap extending from about the radially internal surface to 
about the external surface, the gap defining opposing faces, at least one face 
having an open end face, and the collar sized to diametrically expand and snap 
fit a wall of the process chamber so that the radially internal surface directly 
contacts the process chamber wall; (b) a cap to seal the at least one open 
end face; and (c) a plurality of magnets in the hollow collar, the magnets being 
insertable through the open end face. 

However, the instant claims set contains several independent claims, which are not the 
same as claim 1, and which each have distinguishable allowable features. 



For example, claim 21, as amended in the recently filed Rule 312 

amendment, recites: 

21 . A magnet assembly for a plasma process chamber comprising a 
wall having a groove, the magnet assembly comprising: 

(a) a hollow collar comprising a radially internal and external 
surface, and a cross-section that is absent seams, the collar having a gap extending 
from about the radially internal surface to about the external surface, the gap defining 
opposing faces, at least one face having an open end, and the collar sized to 
diametrically expand and snap fit the wall of the process chamber so that the radially 
internal surface directly contacts the process chamber wall; 

(b) a cap to seal the at least one open end face; 

(c) a plurality of magnets positioned in the hollow collar such 
that the magnetic axes of the magnets are oriented perpendicular to the wall of the 
process chamber; and 
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(d) a retaining ring to retain the hollow collar in the groove of the 
wall of the process chamber. 

Similarly, claim 24, as amended in the recently filed Rule 312 amendment, 

recites: 

24. A magnet assembly for a plasma process chamber comprising a 
wall, and a liner having a groove, the magnet assembly comprising: 

(a) a hollow collar comprising a radially internal and external 
surface, and a cross-section that is absent seams, the collar having a gap extending 
from about the radially internal surface to about the external surface, the gap defining 
opposing faces, at least one face having an open end, and the collar sized to 
diametrically expand and snap fit the groove of the liner of the process chamber so that 
the radially internal surface directly contacts the liner; 

(b) a cap to seal the at least one open end face; 

(c) a plurality of magnets in the hollow collar that abut one 
another to generate an annular magnetic field about the process chamber, the magnets 
being positioned in the hollow collar such that their magnetic axes are oriented 
perpendicular to the wall of the process chamber; and 

(d) a key on the external surface of the hollow collar to couple to 
a corresponding slot on a surface of the liner of the process chamber. 



Claim 27, as amended in the recently filed Rule 312 amendment, recites: 



27. (Previously presented) A liner assembly for a process chamber 
comprising a wall, the liner assembly comprising: 

(a) a liner having a groove; and 

(b) a magnet assembly comprising: 

(i) a hollow collar comprising a radially internal and 
external surface, and a cross-section that is absent seams, the collar having a gap 
extending from about the radially internal surface to about the external surface, the gap 
defining opposing faces, at least one face having an open end, and the collar sized to 
diametrically expand and snap fit the groove of the liner so that the radially internal 
surface directly contacts the liner; 

(ii) a cap to seal the at least one open end face; and 

(iii) a plurality of magnets in the hollow collar, the 
magnets being insertable through the open end face. 
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Thus each of the independent claims provided in the present application is 
independently novel and non-obvious over the cited references. 



Accordingly, the language of claim 1 which was quoted by the Examiner in 



the reasons for allowance, should not be used to limit the scope of the other 
independent claims in the present application, as each independent claim recites an 
independently patentable combination of elements. 

The Examiner is requested to accept the present Comments on Statement 
of Reasons for Allowance to explain the Allowability of each independent claim in the 
present set of claims. 

Should the Examiner disagree with the above-discussed remarks or have 
any questions regarding the same, the Examiner is respectfully requested to telephone 
Applicant's representative at the number listed below. 



Please direct all telephone calls to: 

Ashok Janah 
(415) 538-1555 

Please continue to send correspondence to: 

Janah & Associates, P.C. 

650 Delancey Street, Suite 106 

San Francisco, CA 94107. 



Respectfully submitted, 



JANAH & ASSOCIATES, P.C. 



Date: Julv 17,2007 




